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for employment and access to Michigan’s natural resources.  Both State and Federal 
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as amended, (1976 MI P. A. 453 and 1976 MI P. A. 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act).  If you believe 
that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or facility, or if you 
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BOX 30028, LANSING MI 48909-7528, or the MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL 
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SERVICE, 4040 NORTH FAIRFAX DRIVE, ARLINGTON VA 22203.  
For information or assistance on this publication, contact the MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES, WILDLIFE, PO BOX 30444, LANSING MI 48909.
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The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act places an excise tax on firearms, handguns, ammunition 
and archery equipment. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service apportions these funds to state wildlife 
agencies to be used for wildlife management, research, habitat acquisition, game area and shooting 
range development and hunter education. Since its inception in 1937, Michigan’s share of the 
Wildlife Restoration funds has reached almost $150 million.

NOTICE: This brochure is not a legal notice or a complete collection of hunting 
regulations and laws. It is a condensed guide issued for hunters’ convenience. 
Copies of wildlife conservation orders can be obtained from our Web site,  
www.michigan.gov/dnr

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, 
protection, management, use and enjoyment of the State’s natural  

resources for current and future generations.

The Natural Resources Commission is the governing body for the Michigan  
Department of Natural Resources. In providing a strategic framework for the  

DNR to effectively manage the state’s resources, the NRC works closely with a  
broad cross-section of constituencies to establish and continuously  

improve natural resources management policy.

2005 Michigan Early September 
Canada Goose Season  

Hunting Guide

Important reminder:
• The daily limit for early September 

Canada goose hunting has been 
reduced to 3 birds.

www.michigan.gov/dnr

Michigan’s Local Geese
Michigan’s resident population of giant Canada geese grew from near extinction to 
about 325,000 birds in 2000. Since then, the population has declined to about 170,000 
birds. The reduced daily limit this year is designed to stabilize the population.

License Requirements

   To hunt migratory waterfowl in Michigan, you must have:
• Resident small game license, or  ....................................................... $15.00
• Resident senior small game license, or  ............................................... $6.00
• Resident junior small game license, or  ............................................... $1.00
 (these licenses are not required for a resident, resident’s spouse, or resident’s 

children to hunt on the enclosed farmland on which they live)
• Nonresident small game license, or  ................................................. $69.00
• Nonresident 3-day small game license  ............................................. $30.00
Plus
• A federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp for ducks, geese and mergansers is 

required for persons age 16 or older (not required for woodcock) ..... $15.00
And
• A Michigan waterfowl hunting license for ducks, geese and mergansers is 

required for persons age 16 or older ................................................... $5.00

The federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp must be signed with your name across 
the face in ink. The federal stamp is available at post offices and some Michigan 
license agents. All other items are available from the license agents or online from 
the DNR Web site.

Harvest Information Program (HIP)
 If you are planning to hunt any migratory birds (ducks, geese, doves, 
woodcock, snipe, rails, etc.) in Michigan this fall, you must have a Harvest 
Information Program endorsement printed on your small game license. The HIP 
endorsement states “Migratory Bird Hunter–YES” and is automatically included 
with the purchase of every waterfowl hunting license. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has indicated its intent to enforce this requirement throughout all 50 states. 
Persons who are hunting migratory birds without this endorsement can be fined.



Dates: September 1-10 in the Upper Peninsula and Saginaw, Tuscola and Huron 
counties (except areas noted below). September 1-15 in the Lower Peninsula except 
Saginaw, Tuscola and Huron counties (except areas noted below).

Daily Limit: 3 Canada geese daily.

Possession Limit: 6 Canada geese.

Hunting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset (See table on next page).

Open Hunt Areas: Statewide, excluding some wildlife areas and portions of some state 
parks and recreation areas. See map at right and additional information that follows.

(1) All or portions of the following areas are open September 6 through September 10:
 Brimley S.P. Laughing Whitefish Falls S.S. Tahquamenon Falls S.P.
 Craig Lake S.P. McLain S.P. Van Riper S.P.
 Fayette S.P. Palms Book S.P. Wagner Falls S.S.
 Indian Lake S.P. Porcupine Mountains S.P.

(2) All or portions of the following areas are open September 6 through September 15:
 Cheboygan S.P. Ludington S.P. Sterling S.P.
 Fisherman’s Island S.P. Metamora-Hadley R.A. Sturgeon Point S.P.
 Fort Custer R.A. Rifle River R.A. Wilderness S.P.
 Hoeft S.P. Seven Lakes S.P. Yankee Springs R.A.
 Island Lake R.A. Silver Lake S.P.
 Leelanau S.P. South Higgins Lake S.P.

(3) Portions of the following areas are open September 1 through September 15:
 Bald Mountain R.A. Ionia R.A. Proud Lake R.A.
 Bay City R.A. Lake Hudson R.A. Sleepy Hollow S.P.
 Brighton R.A. Negwegon S.P. Thompson’s Harbor S.P.
 Grand Mere S.P. Ortonville R.A. Waterloo R.A.
 Highland R.A. Pinckney R.A.
 Holly R.A. Pontiac Lake R.A. 

State Parks (S.P.), Scenic Sites (S.S.), and Recreation Areas (R.A.).

Contact your local DNR Parks and Recreation or Wildlife office for detailed maps 
and information.

Map of Early September Canada Goose Open Hunt  
Areas with Hunting Hours Time Zones

The early September season is closed within the posted boundaries of the 
Fennville Farm, Bravo and Highbanks units of the Allegan State Game Area.

SEPT   ZONE A
DATE    AM   PM
 1 6:29 8:09
 2 6:30 8:07
 3 6:32 8:06
 4 6:33 8:04
 5 6:34 8:02
 6 6:35 8:00
 7 6:36 7:59
 8 6:37 7:57
 9 6:38 7:55
 10 6:39 7:53
 11 6:40 7:52
 12 6:42 7:50
 13 6:43 7:48
 14 6:44 7:46
 15 6:45 7:44

Major Rules
No person shall take or attempt to take migratory game birds as follows: with a 
shotgun larger than 10-gauge; with any firearm other than a shotgun capable of 
holding more than three shells in the barrel and magazine combined; by use of 
more than one gun per person in the hunting party; by using a car or other motor 
driven land vehicle or aircraft, except for paraplegics and amputees of the legs 
with a DNR permit to take game from a standing vehicle; by use of a motor boat, 
power boat or sailboat unless the motor has been shut off, the sails furled and 
its progress has ceased; by chasing or driving birds with a motorized vehicle or 
sailboat; from a sinkbox; or by use of live decoys, electronic calls or baiting.

You may not: possess or use shot shells, or loose shot for muzzleloaders, of 
a material other than federally-approved non-toxic material; use any single 
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projectile loads; possess or transport more than the daily limit between the 
place where taken and your auto, home, temporary lodging, commercial 
preservation facility, post office or common carrier; give or leave birds at 
any place or with another person unless the birds are tagged (hunter’s name, 
address, license number, number killed and date by species); receive birds 
belonging to another unless properly tagged; transport dressed or plucked 
birds unless one fully-feathered wing is attached; kill or wound a migratory 
game bird without making a reasonable attempt to retreive it for your daily 
bag; leave decoys out overnight on public waters; or erect a blind on public 
waters without permanently affixing your name and address.


